04.05.2021

Objection to the possible classification limit for H317 of <15ppm for BIT by the EU

Our company sells water based paints as an environmental friendly alternative to solvent based paints. These paints need an effective preservation as they are stored for 2 years or more. Less storage time would cause more waste.
If preservation would cause labelling of the paints notification according to article 45 of CLP regulation is needed for more than 5000 paint recipes. This can’t be done by only 1 person: extra staff is needed. Actually a labelling “may cause allergic reactions” is already placed on each can. An additional hazard symbol will not have any benefit for the consumer. As all paints will have this labelling consumers will not care for hazard symbols any longer: the hazard symbols will lose their intention.
In 2020 our company had to change all paint recipes to avoid classification and labelling caused by MIT as preservative. MIT has been replaced by BIT – the last preservative that may be used without labelling with a hazard symbol. To be effective Mocopinus has to use more than 300ppm of BIT – in some cases 450ppm. The actual limit of 500ppm for classification of recipes containing BIT is acceptable. A limit of 15ppm will cause a lot of work, will have no benefit for the consumers and has – as heard from specialists – no scientific basis.
That is why our company asks to leave the actual limit of 500ppm for classification of recipes containing BIT as dangerous mixtures.


