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Public consultation – boric acid (CAS 10043-35-3)
Comment to the proposed harmonised classification and labelling (CLH) 
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Borate minerals have been extracted and used commercially for over 100 years. In metal working fluids boric acid is used successfully since more then 40 years. In all these years no case of illness is known to us that would have been due to the use of boric acid. 

If the classification of boric acid remains repr. tox 1B – H360FD, it will remain on the SVHC candidate list. Consequently, being a substance of very high concern boric acid could be banned of use in the EU. Due to the big variety of function within the metal working fluids there is no adequate substitution. Thus, the metal working fluids producers would have to take other substances that fulfil the requirements of being a good corrosion inhibitor, having a good buffer system and having broad spectrum biocidal effects. But, those materials, especially biocides, can pose a greater danger then boric acid. 
However, boric acid has contributed to a better health and safety of humans and the environment. The biocidal effect lead to a significant decrease of biocides in the metal working industry. A ban of boric acid form the market (possible as long as it is on the candidate list) would lead to the opposite trend. 
Considering the fact that initial measurements have shown that even when handling crystalline boric acid during the manufacture of MWF concentrates, the AGW (exposure limit) threshold is not exceeded, due the the above mentioned facts, and due to our long time experience we strongly encourage the proposed harmonized classification and labeling.
The risk to employees from boric acid’s toxic effects on reproduction can be ruled out, if risk management measures are considered. 
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