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Public comments were solicited for the review of silver zine zeolite (hereinafter

referred to as S77) under the Furopean Bioeidal Products Regulation (hereinafter

@

veferred to as BPR). The Society of Industrial Technology for Antimicrobial Articles

{(hereinafter rveferred to as SIAA)} has independently monitored the safety of
antimicrobial treated products made by using silver-containing chemicals as

antimicrobial for vears. The SIAA would like to submit opinion.
The SIAA's opinion 18 outlined as follows:

Sinee its foundation in June 1998, the SIAA has long been providing consumers with the
information on the antimicrobial treated products made by using the silvercontaining
antimicrobials. No health hazard from the use of these products has been reported so
far in major markets, such as Japan, the United States, and Asian countries. Tikewise,
no health hazard has been reported so far among the employees of the manufacturing
departments  of the SIAA  member companies selling  the gilver-containing
antimicrobials,

The silver-containing antimicrobials and the same antimicrobial treated products,
which have been used safely with no threat of health hazard as explained above, have
ained popularity among consumers in various countries, and the sales amount has
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been increasing, The STAA considers the silver-containing chemicals, such as 57
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essential ingredients for making the antimicrobial treated products. The SIAA therefore

hopes they will be approved as authovized biocidal products under the BPR.

The above apinions with respective reasens ave presented in further detail below:



1) Outline of the SIAA's Activities

Founded in 1998 by the manufacturers of antimicrobials and antimicrobial treated
products, the SIAA has a membership of 232 companies {out of which 19 were foreign
companies, including Chinese, Korean, and Thai companies). The philosophy
underlying various activities of the SIAA is the organization’s aspiration to “find a
greator market for antimicrobial products that help people acecomplish a beautiful
symbiosis with microorganisms with the least possible environmental burden, in order
to contribuie to improving the quality of people’s life, always from the point of view of
consumers.” The SIAA has its own standards for the quality and safety of antimicrobials
and antimicrobial treated products. Only the products that satisfied the SIAA standards
are registered and monitored by the SIAA. The safety standards, which have been
established for four eriteria including acute toxicity in oral dose and mutagenicity, have
been applied strictly to the products under the SIAA monitoring, to ensure the safety of
the antimicrobials. For the registered antimicrobials and antimicrobial treated products
whose compliance with the SIAA standards were all verified, the STAN's ongoing system
provides the information on the chemical constituents or the detail of the antimicrobial
treated parts, upon consumers' inquiries with registered reference numbers. No serious
health hazard or even minor cases, such as itching, have been reported by consumers in
the use of the antimicrohial treated products under this system. As of today, 102
antimicrobials (out of which 76 contain silver) and 2,920 antimicrobial treated products
{out of which 2,830 contain silver) are registered.
2} Production Record of SZ7 and Silver-containing Antimicrobials

Among the STAA members, two companies manufacture and market SZZ. These two
companies have manufactured and sold 4,760 tons of 847 so far since 1998. No health
hazard has been reported so far among the employees of the manufacturing
departments in these companies. Presented here is the production record and the
reported occupational health hazards among the employees working in the relevant

manufacturing department of one of the companies.

Production Produetion Number of Employees in  Occupational

Year Amount {ton) the Manufacturing Dept. Health Hazard
(Cumulative)

1984~ 1989 18 18 0

1990~ 1994 328 10 1 {(Burn)

1995~ 1999 529 10 0

2000~2004 624 12 0 N

2005~ 2009 877 15 8

20102014 1,486 24 0

[



[ighteen companies manufacture and sell non"SZZ silver-containing antimicrobials.
None of them has reported health hazards among their employees in the man ufacturing

departments.

3) Sales Result of the Antimicrobial Treated Products

The antimicrobial treated products manufactured by the SIAA member companies
have increased by 15-45% annually every year since the foundation of the SIAA. The
sales turnover reached about JPY 100 billion in fiscal year 2013. The market of the
products has been expanded to cover not only Japan but also Asian and North American
countries. The produet lineup includes home equipment, building materials, kitchen
tools and equipment, cooking tools and equipment, bathrecom supplies and accessories,
toiletry, textile products, home electrical appliances, pet supplies and accessories,
stationery, foot care products, health care products, sanitary goads, and so forth. The
trend of expansion in the product lineup and the sales amount in various countries 1s
considered the manifestation of consumers’ appreciation of the products’ safety and

functionality and their needs for the products.

The SIAA considers the silver-containing chemicals, such as SZZ, essential ingredients
for making the antimicrobial treated products. The SIAA therefore hopes they will be
approved as authorized biocidal products under the BPR.
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