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Public comments were solicited fiji’ the review of silver zinc zeolite (hereinafter

rote rred u as SZZ) under the Eurenean Biocidal Products Regulation thereinafter

refbrred to as BPR). The Society of Industrial Technology for Antimicrobial Articles

thereinafter refbrred to as RIAA) has independently monitored the safety of

antimicrobial treated c roducts made hr using si.lver-conraming chetuica Is as

antimicrobial fbr years. The SIAA would like to submit opinion.

rlhe SIAA’s opinion is outlined as follows:

Snce itS toundatiun in June 1998, the SL\A has long been pica icling consumers wit ii the

infbi’mation on the antimicrobial treated products made by using the silver-containing

antimicrobials. No health hazard fl’om the use of these products has been reported so

1hz in Inajor markets, such as Janan. the [nited States, and Asian countries. Likewise.

no health hazard has been reported so far a mon the employees of the mann Fact uring

departments of the S1AA. member cumpa nic:s selling the silvorcontaining

anti in icrob in Is,

The silver-containing antimicrobials and t he same antimicrobial treated products.

which have beri used safely with no threat 0f health ha zard as mpiainml above, have

gained popularity :1 mong OCiOSU mom n various eountrtes, and the sales amount has

been increasing. The S FAA considers the silver-containing chemicals, such as fiZZ.

essential ingredients fbi’ making the antimicrobial treated products. The SIAA therefore

hopes they will he opprovofi as authorized hiocidal products n ml or the K PR.

Tbe above opi ii jogs with wspcctivrrc’:isons a ri oros-oted in f’urrhc r detail below
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1) Outline of the SLuVs Activities

Founded in 1998 by the manufacturers of anti microbuils and antimicrobial treated

products. the S1AA has a memberstup of 23% companies tout of which 19 were foreign

companies. i noltid tog (‘hinese, Korea a, and Thai companies). Hit’ p hilosophy

underlying various activities of the S]AA is the organization’s aspiration to find a

greater market fbi’ antimicrohial products chat help people accomplish a beautiful

symbiosis with microorgan isnis wit Ii the least possible envi ronme nI a] bit rdeu. in order

to contrIbute to improving the quality of peoples Ii Ic. always from the point of view of

consumers. The SIAA has us own standards (hr the quality anti salbtv ofantinucrohials

and antimicrobial treated products. Only the products that satisfied the SL\A standards

are registered and monitored by the S1AA. The safety standards, which have been

established (hr thur criteria including acute toxicity in oral dose and niutagenicit . have

been applied strictly to the products under the SIAe\ monitoring, to ensure the safety of

the anti microbials. For the recistered antnmcrobtais and antimicrobial treated prod ucts

\vhose compliance with the SIAA standards were all verified, the SIAA’s ongoing system

p ‘ccvides the information on the chemical constituents or the detail of the antimicrobial

treated parts, upon consumers’ inquiries with registered reference numbers. No serious

health hazard or even minor cases. uch as itchina. have been reported by consumers in

the use of he antimicrobial treated products under this system. As of toda; 102

antimicrohials tout of which 76 contain silver) and 2,92(1 antimicrobial treated products

toot of which 283(1 contain silver are registered.

2) Production 1-lerord of SZZ and Silve rcontainina Ant imierobials

:\mong the SJAA members, two compa flies manufact nrc and market SZZ. ‘lThese two

companies have manufactured anti sold 1,7110 tons of SZZ so far since 1998, No health

hazard has been reported so far among the employees of the manufacturing

departments in these companies. Presented here is the prcduction record and the

reported occupational health hazards among the employees working in the relevant

manufacturing department ofone of the companies.

Product ion Production Number of Employees in Occupational

‘thur Amount (toil) the Manufacturing Dept. Health Hazard

(Cumulative)

198 1 — 1989 106 IS 0

199(1 I 994 328 10 1 i%tii’tt)

1995 ‘- 1999 529 10 0

2000 %004 (124 12 0

2005 — 21)09 15

2010 - i011 1.196 21



Eighteen coi Jonios ma no facture and sell noirSZZ silver- en taming autmueroheds.

None of them has reported hen It h hazards amon their employees in he maumacturing

departments,

:0 Sales lesult. of the Antimicrobial Treated Products

The antimicrobial treated products manufactured by the SIAA member companies

have mcreased by i5-45% annually every year since the foundation of the SL\A. The

sales turnover reached about JPY 100 billion in fiscal year 2013. The market of the

products has been expanded to cover not only Japan but also Asian and North American

countries. The oroduet lineup includes home equipment. building materials, kitchen

tools and equipment. cooking tools and equ p mont, bathroom supplies and accessories,

toiletry textile products, home electrical appliances, pet supplies and accessories,

stationery, Ibot care products, health care products, satli tarv goods. and so fort:h. The

trend of expa asion in the arod oct 1 neilI) and the soles muon itt in various count ms is

considered the manifestation of consumers’ appreciation of the products’ safety and

functionality and their needs Ibm the products.

The SLAA considers the silver-containing chemicals, such as SZZ, essential ingredients

for making the antimicrobial rooted oroducts. The SIAA therefore hopes they will be

approved as authorized biocidal products under the BPR.
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