Public consultation on potential candidates for substitution - N,N'-methylenebismorpholine (MBM)
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Lubrizol fully supports the comments made in the position paper submitted by the EU formaldehyde-releaser producers participating in the Biocidal Products Regulation (BPR) Review Programme, as represented by the Formaldehyde Biocide Interest Group (FABI). Additionally, as the sole EU producer of MBM Lubrizol strongly objects to the timing of this decision and requests that any decision to substitute MBM should be delayed until all formaldehyde-releasers can be considered at the same time under a category approach. Although Lubrizol is sympathetic to the logistical challenge of the Biocidal Products Review Programme it is our strong opinion that ECHA must also take into account the commercial reality of regulatory action against a single member of an entire category of biocides that all function by the same mechanism. Lubrizol is therefore very concerned that any substitution decision affecting only MBM could cause customers to actively seek an alternative biocidal product that functions in essentially the same way but is not yet subject to substitution. In other words by concluding a substitution decision on MBM in isolation from other formaldehyde-releasers this would represent a clear distortion of the internal market and would create an anti-competitive environment for MBM against other biocidal products that function in the same way.    

